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MESSAGE. 


Un-Citizens  of  the  Senate 

And  of  the  House  of  Delegates: 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  new  constitu- 
i.naking  the  sessions  of  the  general  assembly  biennial,  two  years 
/■elapsed  since  the  assembling  of  the  last  legislature ; and  I am 
jr  to  inform  you  that  I am  not  aware  that  any  of  the  essential 
e sts  of  the  commonwealth  have  suffered.  On  the  contrary,  time 
iaen  afforded  the  people  to  examine  and  test  the  bearing  and 
!<  of  the  various  laws  enacted  by  your  predecessors.  The  credit 
1 3 state  has  not  been  endangered  by  heavy  additional  appropria- 
n and  the  large  expenditure  incident  to  a session  of  the  general 
eibly  has  been  avoided.  All  which  tend  to  demonstrate  the 
(able  working  of  our  organic  law. 

Aer  this  long  interval,  allow  me  to  tender  you  my  salutations, 
d;o  congratulate  you  upon  the  general  prosperous  condition  of 
rieloved  commonwealth.  There  has  been  but  one  circumstance 
ar  our  felicity^,  and  that  I am  happy  to  say  is  at  last  passing 
n . The  pestilence  which  has  prevailed  for  the  last  three  months 
ie  city  of  Norfolk  and  town  of  Portsmouth  has  cast  a gloom 
ethe  whole  state.  We  sincerely  lament  with  our  fellow-citizens 
e-avages  and  desolation  which  death  has  wrought  among  them. 
Is  awakened  the  deepest  sympathy  throughout  our  own  borders, 
(proved  that  the  kindly  ties  of  brotherly  affection  pervade  our 
fir  states,  who,  with  our  own  people,  have  contributed  largely  to 
Ive  the  wants  and  minister  to  the  comfort  of  the  afflicted. 
r<can  but  entertain  the  hope  that  with  the  return  of  the  citizens 
leir  homes,  and  the  restoration  of  their  health,  business  and 
urnerce  will  revive,  and  renewed  prosperity  may  attend  them, 
iving  this  visitation  as  a subject  for  humiliation,  and  a suitable 
Drtunity  for  acknowledging  our  dependence  upon  a kind  Provi- 
de, I thought  it  a proper  occasion  for  setting  apart  a day  of 
pksgiving,  and  recommending  its  observance  throughout  the  state, 
D3r  a sense  of  gratitude  for  the  removal  of  this  impending  affliction, 
i for  the  unnumbered  blessings  hitherto  bestowed  upon  us  as  a 
ede.  In  accordance  with  this  recommendation,  the  day  was 
eerally  observed. 
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In  the  discharge  of  the  numerous  responsible  duties  which  del 
upon  you,  as  the  chosen  representatives  of  a free  and  enlighoe 
people,  I am  sure  you  will  not  for  a moment  cease  to  remembe.h: 
the  honor,  interest  and  future  welfare  of  the  commonwealth  h,  f. 
a season  been  committed  to  your  guardian  care,  and  that  upon  o> 
action,  at  this  eventful  period  of  our  history,  may  depend  for  a i, 
definite  time  the  weal  or  woe  of  our  common  country. 

I regret  that  the  situation  of  the  finances  of  the  commonwlti 
will  not  enable  me  to  represent  them  as  in  a prosperous  condo 
But  while  this  is  undoubtedly  true,  no  apprehension  need  b<fe 
that  ample  provision  will  not  he  promptly  made  to  meet  ever li 
bility,  and  to  place  the  treasury  hereafter  in  a position  not  i b. 
jeoparded  by  unforeseen  contingencies.  The  people  of  this  in 
monwealth  place  too  high  an  estimate  upon  the  necessity  of  redlin- 
ing her  plighted  faith  ever  to  object  to  the  taxation  necessa  to 
meet  her  engagements,  and  their  representatives  will  with  ala  it 
provide  the  revenue  to  meet  the  emergency. 

From  the  reports  of  the  accounting  officers,  you  will  perceiveln! 
there  has  been,  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  a considerable  defii.in 
the  treasury.  To  supply  which,  it  was  necessary  to  resort  tciie 
power  vested  in  the  executive,  of  raising  by  temporary  loans,  oiKl 
credit  of  the  state,  the  amount  required  by  the  wants  of  the  ej 
sury.  This  amount  was  readily  furnished  by  the  Bank  of  Virgil 
the  Farmers  Bank,  the  branch  of  the  Exchange  Bank  at  Richn  k 
the  Merchants  and  Mechanics  Bank  at  Wheeling  and  the  North e, 
tern  Bank  of  Virginia.  The  interest  on  these  loans  has  been  aid 
out  of  the  civil  contingent  fund. 

The  entire  receipts  of  revenue  into  the  treasury,  exclusiv  01 
the  Internal  improvement  fund  and  the  Literary  fund,  as  shv 
by  the  exhibits  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts,  amounte  to 
$ 1,746,958  09,  which,  with  the  balance  in  the  treasury  at  ht 
end  of  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  of  $ 50,891  09,  makes  a toti  c 
$ 1,797,849  17.  The  warrants  drawn  on  the  treasury,  for  disbm 
ments  during  the  same  period,  excluding  the  same  funds,  amoue- 
to  $2,182,868  10,  showing  an  actual  deficit  of  $385,018  93,  whit 
as  before  stated,  was  provided  for  by  a temporary  loan  of  $ 400, )0. 
The  treasurer,  under  the  provisions  of  the  law,  executed  his  n;e 
to  the  banks,  payable  on  the  15th  instant.  But  as  the  reveni  o> 
the  state  is  not  payable  until  that  time,  and  a sufficient  amount  n 
not  be  received  by  that  day,  it  will  be  necessary  then  that  t s 
notes  be  renewed.  This  accommodation,  it  is  understood,  the  bibi 
will  not  hesitate  to  extend. 

In  addition  to  this  deficit,  exhibited  by  a comparison  between!* 
receipts  and  disbursements,  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  sundry  ap'O- 
priations  made  by  law  and  which  were  to  have  been  paid  within h' 
last  fiscal  year,  have  been  deferred,  in  consequence  of  a wan  o 
funds.  These  amount,  in  the  aggregate,  to  about  $ 230,000,  v 
will  require  an  additional  amount  to  be  provided  to  pay  them  duill 
the  present  year. 

During  the  months  of  December  and  January,  a large  por)i 
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«!  commonwealth’s  revenue  is  payable,  and  will  be  received, 
uniting,  it  is  estimated,  to  $ 1,130,000.  The  interest  due  on  the 
>ll  debt,  and  payable  on  the  1st  of  January,  is  $727,000.  While, 
r<ore,  the  amount  in  the  two  months  will  be  largely  more  than 
'Sent  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  for  the  ordinary  ex- 
is } of  the  government,  yet,  as  it  is  necessary  to  meet  the  inte- 
t unctually,  the  treasurer  has  been  authorized  to  negotiate  a 
tir  temporary  loan  for  whatever  amount  may  be  requisite, 
it  nay  be  asked,  what  circumstances  have  produced  this  extraor- 
iar  deficiency  in  the  revenue?  The  estimates  of  receipts  and 
b’sements  for  the  last  two  years  were  made  by  the  legislature 
153,  and  of  course  upon  the  circumstances  then  existing,  and 
o contingencies  which  had  existed  before,  and  which  had  not 
evmsly  proved  fallacious,  and  were  therefore  fully  relied  on,  but 
aii,  under  the  condition  of  the  country,  and  its  monetary  affairs 
ic  have  entirely  failed.  It  is  known  to  the  general  assembly, 
ai  he  surplus  revenue  of  the  Fund  for  internal  improvement,  de- 
re  from  the  profits  upon  its  productive  stocks,  and  all  premiums 
>o  the  sale  of  state  securities,  are  required  to  be  paid  into  the 
•jfiry.  As  the  Board  of  public  works  were  authorized  to  sub- 
rio  a large  amount  to  works  of  internal  improvement,  and  to 
•g  iate  the  sale  of  state  bonds  to  meet  these  subscriptions,  and 
* bonds  were  then  at  a premium  of  five  or  six  per  cent,  a con- 
duble  sum  was  estimated  to  be  received  from  this  source.  It  was 
it  equal  certainty  supposed  that  the  companies,  which  had  here- 
die  punctually  paid  the  interest  upon  the  loans  made  to  them  by 
;etate,  would  continue  to  meet  their  engagements.  But  this  they 
u not  been  able  to  do,  and  this  resource  has  failed.  Some  of  these 
•names,  which  at  the  time  of  the  estimate  were  paying  handsome 
iv  ends,  and  had  been  so  paying  for  many  years,  have,  from  the 
eissity  of  relaying  their  roads  with  heavy  rails  and  from  the  pres- 
ir of  the  times,  been  forced  to  suspend  the  payment  of  dividends 
itkether,  or  to  pay  them  in  scrip,  payable  at  a future  day,  bearing 
it’est,  thus  increasing  the  deficiency. 

y the  estimates  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  based  upon  these  con- 
inancies,  it  was  calculated  that  there  would  be  received  in  the 
tesury,  from  the  surplus  of  the  Internal  improvement  fund, 
dO, 978  69  cents,  while  the  amount  actually  received  was  only 
|J2,591,  showing  a deficit  in  this  item  alone  of  $468,387  69  cts. 
ner  the  constitution  and  law,  the  commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
pl  were  required  to  pay  off  that  portion  of  the  public  debt  re- 
enable within  the  year,  and  to  liquidate  the  interest  upon  the 
file  permanent  debt.  To  comply  with  this  requirement,  the 
u tor  was  forced  under  the  law  to  place  the  amount  to  the  credit 
Die  Sinking  fund,  and  thus  produced  at  once  the  deficiency  in  the 
r<  sury.  It  is  known  also  that  the  tax  on  licenses,  to  some  extent, 
i contingent  one.  The  county  courts  throughout  the  state  have 
li  power  to  grant  or  withhold  licenses  to  the  keepers  ot  ordinaries 
i persons  engaged  in  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  and  the  tax  on 
cfi  licenses  depend  upon  the  grant.  Under  the  hope  of  reforming 
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the  morals  of  the  people,  the  friends  of  temperance  have  inic,i 
many  of  the  courts  to  refuse  such  licenses.  From  this  and  tl 
causes  there  was  a deficit  in  the  estimate  on  this  item,  of  S 54, 01  4* 
Add  to  this  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  James  river  and  Kaivi 
company  to  pay  the  interest  on  its  debt  to  the  commonweal, 

$ 16,118  72,  and  from  these  sources  alone  the  estimates  excet  tW 
receipts,  $538,535  89.  The  apparent  deficit,  however,  doe  i 
amount  to  this  sum,  because  on  other  subjects  of  taxation  theiw 
a considerable  increase  upon  the  estimate.  The  estimates  c dis 
bursement  from  the  treasury  have  come  within  a few  dollars  < ttv 
actual  expenditure.  The  deficiency,  therefore,  exists  in  the  recpk 
and  is  attributable  to  the  causes  just  suggested. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know,  however,  that  while  there  is  a tu 
knowledged  deficiency  in  the  treasury,  there  has  been  paid  v^hii 
the  period  in  which  it  occurred,  by  the  Sinking  fund,  of  the  te 
outstanding  and  due  prior  to  the  1st  of  January  1852,  $277,18:3,; 
and  there  has  been  invested  for  the  redemption  of  the  debt  cut 
since  that  period,  $191,990  90  cents,  making  $409,084  23  mi 
thus  reducing  considerably  the  state  liabilities. 

The  statement  of  the  second  auditor  exhibits  the  condition  cti 
Fund  for  internal  improvement. 

The  difficulties  encountered  by  the  Board  of  public  works  diw 
the  fiscal  year  have  been  embarrassing.  The  law  properly  pli 
bited  the  sale  of  state  bonds  below  their  par  value.  The  c is 
quence  has  been  that  the  board  has  not  been  able,  from  the  dir 
elation  of  those  bonds  below  par,  to  negotiate  the  loans  neceai 
to  carry  on  their  works  and  to  meet  their  liabilities.  The  geeri 
assembly,  to  whose  wisdom  the  constitution  has  intrusted  the  pjv 
to  make  provision  to  meet  the  obligations  imposed  by  law,  wii|| 
doubt  relieve  the  board  from  its  embarrassment. 

The  actual  amount  of  the  public  debt  at  the  end  of  the  last  lc-> 
year,  exclusive  of  the  temporary  loan  made  during  the  year,  v: 
$24,705,479  63,  consisting  of  $11,512,479  63  registered  debt. a 
$ 13,193,000  of  coupon  bonds,  being  an  increase  in  the  debt  iitlu 
two  preceding  fiscal  years,  of  $6,663,704  13. 

Independent  of  the  provision  made  in  the  constitution  requrr 
seven  per  cent,  to  be  annually  set  apart  to  pay  the  interest  no 
this  debt  and  to  redeem  the  principal,  which  will  liquidate* 
entire  debt  in  about  thirty-four  years,  the  commonwealth  posstll 
stock  representing  the  entire  amount.  And  while  candor  and  till 
require  it  to  be  stated  that  these  stocks  will  not  produce  anyt  d, 
like  the  estimated  value  in  the  market,  yet  the  stocks  or  the|$ 
provements  themselves  would  produce  a very  large  amount,  redun 
the  actual  debt  by  their  value. 

Of  productive  stocks,  the  Fund  for  internal  improvement  hj| 
$5,395,582  46,  yielding  an  interest  of  more  than  6 percent.* 
loans  to  internal  improvement  companies,  secured  by  mortg;l 
upon  the  several  works,  the  commonwealth  holds  $4,875,2731 
The  internal  improvement  fund  also  possesses,  in  stocks  of  I 
finished  works,  $14,000,360  95,  a portion  of  which,  when  finis:j| 
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become  an  interest  bearing  fund.  And  it  holds  in  improve- 
n completed,  but  unproductive,  $2,989,834  63,  making  an  ag- 
igjte  of  $27,261,051  37.  Surely,  with  such  an  amount  of  pro- 
-I1  to  represent  her  indebtedness,  the  liabilities  of  the  state 
nt  be  said  to  be  beyond  her  resources,  more  especially  when 
j compelled  by  her  fundamental  law  to  lay  a tax  sufficient  to 
7 iff  her  debt,  independent  of  other  resources,  in  thirty-four 

If 

Ii  addition  to  the  actual  present  debt,  the  commonwealth  is 
al  for  subscriptions  and  appropriations  made  by  authority  of 
vfor  the  sum  of  $3,734,851,03;  for  subscriptions  authorized  by 
v but  dependent  for  their  validity  upon  the  organization  of 
n ames  to  render  them  effective,  and  upon  subscriptions  by 
ils  than  the  commonwealth,  $2,325,740,  making  a total  of 
1,30,59  4 03.  Of  this  amount,  it  may  be  safely  stated  that  not 
» than  $5,000,000  will  ever  be  called  for. 

I1  is  proper  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  of  the  debt 
instated,  the  commonwealth  has  guaranteed  the  bonds  of  inter- 
improvement  companies  and  other  corporations  to  the  amount 
"3,898,500,  and  that  the  faith  of  the  state  is  pledged  for  the 
nltual  payment  of  the  interest  and  final  redemption  of  the 
i ipal  of  these  bonds.  The  interest  of  a portion  of  this  amount 
sieen,  and  will  be  punctually  paid,  but  that  upon  the  bonds  of 
€ Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company  has  been  in  default  since 
e st  of  January  1S54;  and  it  is  certain  that  it  will  be  impossible 
rlie  James  river  and  Kanawha  company  to  meet  its  next  payment 
’ iterest.  The  state  is  bound  for  the  payment,  if  the  companies 
i and  in  good  faith  she  should  provide  the  means  to  enable  the 
noanies  to  make  the  payment.  Nothing  would  contribute  more 
ise  state  credit  than  to  demonstrate  an  alacrity  to  meet  all  her 
l;gements  without  cavil  or  possibility  of  failure, 
tie  general  assembly  should  not  hesitate  to  step  forward  promptly 
i manifest  an  unmistakable  determination  to  raise  by  taxation 
Itever  amount  is  necessary  to  place  the  credit  of  the  state  above 
nicion  even  to  the  most  skeptical.  The  state  taxes  are  acknow- 
nedtobe  exceedingly  moderate  ; and  the  proud  spirit  ol  Virgi- 
■ will  never  revolt  at  any  increase  which  is  required  to  protect 
e honor  and  maintain  her  faith,  and  at  the  same  time  enable  her 
* rosecute  to  completion  those  works  which  are  essential  to  her 
r perity  and  exaltation.  She  is  able  to  stand  side  by  side  with 
e sister  states  in  equality,  and  her  sons  will  be  satisfied  with 

0 ling  less. 

i my  first  communication  to  the  legislature  in  1851,  I took  the 
Irty  to  present  to  their  consideration  the  skeleton  of  a system  ot 

1 rnal  improvement  for  the  state,  somewhat  general  in  its  cha- 
i er,  but  which  it  was  confidently  believed  would,  when  carried 
1 in  detail,  redound  alike  to  the  advantage  of  every  portion  of 

commonwealth,  render  her  the  great  thoroughfare  lor  the  com- 
1 ce  of  the  teeming  west,  occupying  as  she  does  a commercial 
*ition  equal  to  any  part  of  the  continent,  and  secure  for  her  the 
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elevation  designed  by  manifest  destiny.  The  system  thus  con 
mended,  I am  happy  to  state,  met  the  approbation  of  that ie^ 
lature,  and  was  to  a great  extent  adopted,  appropriations  mi 
been  made  for  the  construction  of  all  the  improvements  con 
mended,  so  far  as  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  apply  the  public 
at  that  time.  Among  the  first  thus  recommended,  and  probalMth 
most  important,  was  that  of  the  Covington  and  Ohio  railrd,  i 
enterprise  which,  in  point  of  magnificence,  grandeur  and  prosjctw 
pecuniary  profit,  is  equal  if  not  superior  to  any  that  has  event** 
presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  legislature.  The  x 
appropriations  made  to  this  road  at  the  succeeding  session,  h 
met  the  hearty  approval  of  the  entire  state,  was  an  earnest  'ti 
fixed  purpose  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  con  u 
without  further  delay,  this  important  work.  The  amount  ittM 
priated  having  been  judiciously  expended  chiefly  on  heavy  pc  im 
of  the  work,  and  much  of  the  residue  being  under  contract,  it  if: 
be  deemed  an  act  of  supererogation  in  me  to  attempt  an  argiiM 
to  prove  the  great  benefit  which  must  inevitably  result  to  the  ta. 
from  the  speedy  completion  of  this  enterprise,  and  yet,  I regt. 
say,  there  are  rumors  of  an  organized  opposition,  calculated  tip 
judiee  the  public  mind,  and  probably  endanger  the  consummatnn 
the  scheme.  The  necessity  for  some  such  work  passing  through 
centre  of  the  state,  and  connecting  the  east  and  west  togethe  hi 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  sages  and  statesmen  of  Virgin  hi 
more  than  three  quarters  of  a century.  Washington,  Jefferson 
Marshall  expatiated  on  the  advantages  to  result  from  it  in  conmtio 
with  other  improvements  farther  westward,  and  scanning  theifl 
of  the  future,  foretold  with  prophetic  accuracy  its  accomplish  en 
by  this  identical  route,  at  no  distant  day.  It  is  true  they  b h > 
dimly,  as  belonging  to  the  future,  yet  they  saw  the  immeasubt 
length  and  breadth  of  the  productive  and  almost  interminable  a- 
They  saw  the  bosom  of  her  majestic  rivers  and  expanded  Jm 
covered  with  the  rich  product  of  her  fertile  soil,  seeking  an  ctk 
and  transit  to  different  marts  of  the  world.  They  measurecai 
compared  distances,  and  found  a harbor  on  the  Chesapeake* 
nearer  the  great  western  garner  than  any  other  point  on  the  Atkti 
They  saw  and  compared  the  genial  climate  and  depressed  moun  ii 
of  Virginia  with  the  towering  heights  of  the  ice  bound  Alleghiit 
upon  the  more  northern  routes,  and  doubtless  perceived,  in  aiic 
pation,  the  ports  on  the  Chesapeake  bay  become  the  points  ode 
parture  across  the  Atlantic,  our  ships  the  vehicles  of  transportao: 
and  our  citizens  the  recipients  of  the  large  profits  derived  o! 
freight,  duties,  tonnage,  &c.  All  these  brilliant  prospects  wei  ) 
the  imagination  of  these  far-seeing  statesmen — the  true  fathe  i 
the  country — and  form  a part  of  the  rich  legacy  and  valuable  coi® 
bequeathed  to  us  by  them,  which,  if  observed  and  carried  into 
tical  operation,  cannot  fail  to  conduct  us  in  the  path  that  leai  t1 
prosperity  and  happiness. 

If  it  be  true  that  the  interest  of  Virginia  called  for  the  constic 
lion  of  this  thoroughfare  half  a century  ago,  and  the  disti ngui  e» 
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Umen  of  that  clay  recommended  the  appropriation  of  adequate 
i , for  its  accomplishment — if  at  that  early  day  a glance  at  the 
©proved  beyond  controversy  that  this  route  was  designed  by 
a;  to  become  the  channel  through  which  the  trade  and  travel  of 
■ futh  and  west  would  necessarily  be  forced — what  reason  can  be 
iced  or  apology  offered,  after  a delay  of  fifty  years,  for  the  ob- 
tias  and  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  at  the  present  day.  If  the 
e st  of  our  people  required  this  improvement  in  1800,  when 
! tmbined  population  of  Norfolk,  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  the 
e largest  cities  in  the  state,  was  less  than  17,000,  and  the 
•cue  of  the  state  less  than  half  a million,  how  must  the  demand 
v<  augmented  now,  when  the  population  of  those  cities  have 
Tiised  to  70,000,  and  the  revenue  to  two  and  a half  millions.  If 
1^1  for  when  Mississippi,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Louisiana,  Missouri, 
kisas,  Michigan,  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  had  scarcely  emerged 
'D  their  primeval  state,  what  must  be  the  comparative  demand 
w when  the  above  named  states  have  become  the  most  produc- 
e n the  Union.  In  six  of  those  states,  including  the  western 
nns  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  there  was  raised  in  1849 
t n a fraction  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  bushels  of 
n And  according  to  the  ratio  of  increase  during  the  last  ten 
a,  we  may  safely  estimate  the  crop  of  I860,  within  the  above 
yn,  at  five  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  bushels,  which  is  about 
’( 'birds  of  the  entire  quantity  raised  in  the  United  States.  Of 
Enormous  crop,  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  one  hundred  and  fifty 
ilotis  can  be  spared  for  exportation,  and  will  seek  a transit 
righ  the  several  thoroughfares  terminating  on  the  seaboard,  pro- 
dl  the  foreign  demand  shall  justify  such  exportation.  Ami  in 
§:  to  determine  how  far  we  should  rely  upon  such  demand,  let 
m.amine  for  a moment  what  can  be  gathered  from  an  estimate  of 
• ? in  that  article  for  some  years  past.  By  reference  to  statistics, 
lived  to  be  reliable,  it  will  be  found  that  the  exports  of  corn  and 
>i  meal  from  this  country,  at  different  periods,  have  been  as 
A'ws : 


951,270  bushels. 


In  1837, 


3,326.068 

15,283,054 

7,892,302 

4,444,921 

20,000,000 


1846, 

1849, 

1850, 

1851, 
1854, 


he  above  statement  shows  conclusively  that  the  foreign  demand 
• ipidly  increasing,  and  that  notwithstanding  the  falling  oft  imme- 
feely  after  the  famine  in  a portion  of  Europe,  the  exports  for  the 
'£•  1854  amounted  to  20,000,000  bushels,  establishing  the  fact, 
fe;  it  is  the  cheapest  and  best  bread  within  their  reach,  and  that 
tf  use,  at  no  distant  day,  will  extend  throughout  all  western 
2 ope.  In  that  country  it  is  not  grown  except  to  a limited  extent. 
2'isequently,  the  supply  must  be  from  the  United  States,  and  is 
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destined  to  form  a staple  article  equal  if  not  exceeding  that  f <■ 
ton  in  amount. 

I have  said  nothing  of  the  extensive  production  of  whcgnt 
hemp  and  tobacco,  all  of  which  admit  of  transportation,  and! 
fair  profit  to  the  producer.  The  census  of  1850  shows  that. In* 
gion  of  country  above  named  produced  upwards  of  fifty  milow 
bushels  of  wheat  in  1849,  and  that  Kentucky  alone  exported 
five  millions  of  pounds  of  tobacco.  This  immense  and  In 
incalculable  amount  of  trade  must  find  its  way  to  a foreign  ia 
through  some  of  the  great  leading  thoroughfares  now  in  ofrw 
or  in  progress  of  construction.  The  next  enquiry  is,  can  Arc 
compete  successfully  for  this  trade  and  travel?  The  ready  is 
is,  yes.  Her  Atlantic  ports  are  nearer  the  centre  of  these  vs 
and  southwestern  granaries  than  any  other  on  the  coast;  heir 
of  easier  grade;  her  climate  more  genial,  and  the  scener  tm 
picturesque  and  inviting,  while  her  ports  and  harbors  are  mojH} 
cious  and  safe,  and  the  egress  to  the  ocean  more  convene  t 
direct  than  from  any  other  that  could  compete  with  her. 

It  is  a self-evident  proposition  that  the  productions  of  a cjpl 
intended  for  market  will  be  conveyed  by  the  cheapest  a rah 
direct  line;  and  as  the  communication  with  the  European  n,i 
will  be  shorter  through  the  ports  of  Virginia  than  any  othq  > 
but  reasonable  to  infer  that  the  trade  of  the  south  and  wejtf 
necessarily  pass  through  this  channel  when  these  improvemen  t 
have  been  completed.  And  yet,  for  want  of  them,  the  cem 
1850  shows  that  there  was  received,  during  that  year,  in  tlj V 
of  New  York,  from  the  western  states,  984,434  barrels  offloi 
3,344,047  bushels  of  wheat,  2,608,967  bushels  of  corn,  1 7 
barrels  of  provisions,  besides  a corresponding  quantity  of  6 
stores,  wool,  butter,  cheese,  lard,  &c.  a large  portion  of  wSc 
forced  upon  a route  more  than  100  miles  longer  than  that  ei 
nating  on  the  capes  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  much  of  which  rnis 
necessity  return  by  way  of  the  capes  in  its  regular  transit! 
foreign  market,  being  a palpable  innovation  upon  the  estabs 
rules  of  traffic,  the  end  and  object  of  which  is  gain  to  the  opt  a 

The  foregoing  statistics  have  reference  to  the  section  of  cunt 
bordering  on  and  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river;  but  it  shot!* 
remembered  that  at  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sandy  river  Vig 
shakes  hands  with  her  daughter  Kentucky,  who  has  long  bee  ’ 
portuning  her  tardy  mother  for  permission  to  pass  her  rich  trelfci 
through  the  ancestral  domain  to  the  Chesapeake,  and  from  tin 
by  a direct  transit,  to  the  different  marts  of  the  world.  Kentucky 
poses  also  to  make  common  cause  with  Virginia  in  the  compst' 
of  improvements  now  in  progress,  by  which  a direct  communist 
will  be  formed  between  Norfolk,  Petersburg,  Richmond,  Fredec 
burg  and  Alexandria,  in  Virginia,  and  Maysville,  Lexingtoi  s 
Louisville,  in  her  own  state,  and  extending  from  thence,  by  v.j 
Memphis  on  the  Mississippi  r-iver,  to  the  distant  southwest — £fi* 
upon  which  the  southern  man  may  pass  with  his  property  in  sift' 
free  from  the  taunts,  jeers,  insults  and  robberies  of  northern  .Hm 
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is.  But  why  dwell  on  this  subject,  when  the  action  of  the 
gislature,  harmonizing  with  public  sentiment,  has  placed  the 
Wetion  of  our  leading  lines  of  improvement  beyond  the  contin- 
c of  a doubt,  the  most  of  them  being  under  contract,  and  large 
if)f  money  having  been  expended  in  their  construction,  which, 
t event  of  their  abandonment,  would  result  in  a total  loss  to 
ate. 

system  in  progress  is  equally  magnificent  in  plan  and  impor- 
&;  and  when  completed,  in  connection  with  a direct  communi- 
( with  foreign  cities  and  depots,  will  impart  renewed  vigor  and 
vy  to  all  branches  of  business,  greatly  enhance  the  value  of 
mds,  build  up  our  cities,  and  make  Virginia  conspicuous 
lg  the  most  flourishing  in  the  category  of  states. 

Central  railroad,  which  is  but  the  prolongation  eastward  of 
ovington  and  Ohio  road,  is  in  a state  of  forwardness,  and  will 
Hess  be  completed  within  the  period  prescribed  for  finishing 
■ovington  road.  The  same  may  be  said  in  reference  to  the 
hond  and  York  river  road,  the  last  connecting  link  between  the 
b west  and  the  capes  of  Virginia. 

J3  next  improvement  in  point  of  importance  to  the  state  and 
■ition,  may  be  classed  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad,  now 
i y approaching  completion  at  the  Tennessee  line,  where  it  will 
net  with  a net-work  of  improvements  terminating  respectively 
looxville,  Nashville,  Memphis,  and  Little  Rock  in  Arkansas, 
heing  a large  section  of  country,  with  no  direct  line  of  eom- 
;:|cation  with  any  foreign  mart,  and  abounding  in  incalculable 
: h,  much  of  which  will  from  necessity  seek  a transit  by  this 
Ifcnd  through  the  capes  of  Virginia.  Add  to  this  the  inexhausti- 
[uantity  of  iron,  salt,  plaster,  lead,  &c.  which  would  pass  over 
Tiroad,  and  the  vast  amount  of  merchandise  westward  bound, 
iher  with  the  dailv  increasing  travel  from  the  south  to  the  seat 
Government  and  other  northern  cities,  and  from  those  cities  to  the 
■nern  borders  of  the  confederacy,  and  the  conclusion  becomes 
Jstible,  that  this  will  rank  among  the  most  productive  and 
ficial  improvements  within  the  commonwealth,  especially  when 
all  important  connection  with  the  Gordonsville  and  Alexandria 
ishall  have  been  completed. 

• Vjld  to  these  improvements  the  great  water  line  of  the  James 

■ and  Kanawha  company,  now  extending  continuously  two  hun- 
miles,  and  affording  communication  for  heavy  produce  and  ton- 

1,  acting  as  the  recipient  of  these  from  its  own  line,  and  from  the 

■ nrtant  works  already  noticed,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  accomrao- 
r all  the  trade  of  the  immense  region  referred  to,  in  any  of  the 
res  it  may  prefer.  It  is  important,  therefore,  to  place  this  com- 

!?1T  in  a condition  to  enable  it  to  comply  with  engagements  for 
: ‘h  the  state  is  responsible,  and  to  afford  it  the  means  to  extend 
^complete  its  western  terminus  to  the  nearest  point  of  easy  con- 
— liion  with  the  great  central  line  of  railroad  whose  completion  I 
1#!  so  earnestly  recommended. 

t affords  me  pleasure  to  notice  the  fact  that  the  Richmond  and 
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Danville  railroad  is  rapidly  approaching  its  completion  to  thewi 
of  Danville,  its  southern  terminus,  and  that  before  the  end  ( tf 
present  year  it  will  probably  be  in  use  throughout  its  whole  eei 
Its  trade  and  travel  have  steadily  increased,  and  it  will  be  the  i*a 
of  affording  facilities  to  market  for  one  of  the  most  productive 
tions  of  the  commonwealth,  developing  its  dormant  energies  am 
pouring  wealth  into  the  capital  of  the  state. 

The  northwest  portion  of  the  state  is  most  happily  situated.fi 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  terminating  at  Wheeling  and  Paw 
burg,  places  it  within  16  hours  of  Baltimore,  and  still  near' 1 i 
Alexandria,  by  the  Hampshire  and  Loudoun  road,  which  will  dil 
less  soon  be  made.  The  Northwest  turnpike  from  Winchesirt* 
Parkersburg,  and  the  Staunton  and  Parkersburg  turnpike  count  in 
those  points,  together  with  a net-work  of  well  graded  turnpike  m 
macadamized,  afford  all  the  facilities  for  travel  and  transport  ioi 
that  the  most  fastidious  could  desire.  With  a climate  health; in 
salubrious,  valleys  teeming  with  grain  and  grass,  and  mour.Hn 
abounding  in  rich  and  inexhaustible  minerals,  it  may  truly  been 
that  she  wants  but  little  and  asks  less,  and  that  when  called  upiti 
contribute  to  the  general  fund  for  public  improvements,  the  apsai 
to  be  successful,  should  be  addressed  to  the  patriotism  rathena 
the  pecuniary  interest  of  the  citizens. 

The  contemplation  of  the  period  when  the  great  leading  limo 
railroad  from  east  to  west  shall  be  completed  cannot  fail  to  awie 
in  the  minds  of  our  citizens  the  most  favorable  anticipations  fotln 
future;  but  when  the  half  developed  resources  of  our  own  site 
with  the  untold  riches  of  our  western  and  southern  neighbors,  ta 
arrive  upon  our  shores  in  search  of  an  outlet  to  a foreign  ma  e; 
shall  those  fine  prospects  be  blighted  or  but  partially  realize foi 
want  of  the  last  and  only  remaining  link  necessary  to  the  cornu 
mation  of  the  most  stupendous  and  life-giving  system  that  hap 
gaged  the  attention  of  our  citizens  since  the  day  when  they  s o 
off  the  shackles  of  tyranny,  refused  to  obey  the  mandates  of  a 1 ig 
and  declared  themselves  an  independent  people?  I trust  not.  I 
must  not  be.  The  judicious  and  experienced  statesman  will  it 
abandon  the  half  finished  scheme,  nor  leave  it  to  be  executed  b;bi; 
successors,  but  in  the  prompt  and  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty,  Ji 
press  it  onward  to  its  final  consummation.  To  render  these  imprc 
ments  profitable  and  enable  our  people  to  compete  successfully  'tti 
their  enterprising  northern  neighbors,  the  benefits  arising  from* 
import  and  export  trade  should  be  secured  to  them,  and  the  buie) 
growing  out  of  the  coastwise  transportation  in  search  of  an  ouT 
ought  to  be  removed,  constituting  as  it  does  an  onerous  drawl* 
against  our  own  and  southern  interest,  and  enuring  directly  toh> 
benefit  of  the  northern  route  and  the  northern  merchant. 

It  may  be  painful  but  nevertheless  profitable  to  recur  occasion  h 
to  the  history  of  the  past;  to  listen  to  the  admonitions  of  e:e 
rience,  and  learn  lessons  of  wisdom  from  the  efforts  and  action  0: 
those  who  have  preceded  us  in  the  drama  of  life.  The  record* 
former  days  show,  that  at  a period  not  very  remote,  Virginia  stxi 
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-eiinently  the  first  commercial  state  in  the  Union — when  her 
ii  :rce  exceeded  in  amount  that  of  all  the  New  England  states 
lined — when  the  city  of  Norfolk  owned  more  than  one  hundred 
dig  ships,  and  her  direct  foreign  trade  exceeded  that  of  the  city 
Yv  York,  now  the  centre  of  trade  and  the  great  emporium  of 
rt  America. 

ii  he  period  of  the  war  of  independence,  the  commerce  of  Vir- 
us,vas  four  times  larger  than  that  of  New  York.  In  1853,  the 
i^s  of  the  latter  amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  one  hundred 
i|  ghty  millions  nearly,  while  those  of  Virginia  were  not  quite 
OHJOO.  And  during  that  year,  there  were  cleared  from  her  ports 
<5  vessels  to  foreign  ports,  while  from  Virginia,  during  the  same 
if,  292,  and  the  amount  of  goods  imported  was  less  than  four 
11ns  of  dollars,  showing  conclusively  that  her  commerce  has 
ii.led  down  into  comparative  insignificance.  But  I will  pursue 
« lumiliating  comparison  no  further,  but  rather  enquire  for  the 
is  which  has  thus  deprived  Virginia  of  her  supremacy,  enriched 
earth,  built  up  its  cities,  and  thrown  within  its  grasp  the  almost 
ri  control  of  and  emoluments  derived  from  the  commerce  of  the 
inry. 

Nile  will  attempt  to  ascribe  it  to  superior  natural  advantages, 
r.-nia  has  greatly  the  advantage  over  any  portion  of  the  north  in 
i ie  elements  requisite  to  constitute  a commercial  and  prosperous 
iiiumity;  but,  like  the  unfaithful  servant,  she  has  failed  to  im- 

0 the  talent  intrusted  to  her  care,  and  has  failed  to  reap  the 
wd. 

V have  not  only  permitted  northern  enterprise  to  overreach  us, 
it ve  have  aided  it  by  actual  contributions  of  millions  annually 
Jehe  building  up  of  their  strongholds,”  and  that  too  at  the  expense 
Ve  dearest  rights  of  our  own  citizens  and  the  southern  people 
-*r  'ally ; and  moreover,  when  we  shall  have  expended  some  twenty 
nirty  millions  in  the  construction  of  our  areat  thoroughfare,  and 
irileted  the  inland  system  terminating  on  the  bay  shore,  the  m- 
d ble  consequence  will  be  to  cast  additional  millions  gratuitously 
(|ie  disposal  of  northern  merchants  and  speculators.  Facts  and 
iii3S  show  conclusively  the  truth  of  this  proposition. 

1 a former  communication  to  the  legislature,  I briefly  adverted 
»une  of  the  advantages  resulting  from  the  establishment  of  such 
* t communication  with  foreign  countries,  as  well  as  the  necessity 
l iving  the  business  transacted  in  vessels  owned  and  manned  by 
i iwn  citizens.  I also  showed,  as  I think  conclusively,  that  upon 
^completion  of  the  system  now  in  progress  of  construction,  the 
■a1  at  the  seaboard  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  support  a line  of 
Wners,  and  the  only  doubt  resting  upon  my  mind  then  was  in  re- 
ft to  the  time  when  we  should  embark  in  that  enterprise,  and 
rt  ther  it  should  be  executed  by  public  or  private  means. 

f nee  then,  however,  the  relations  existing  between  the  northern 
n southern  states  have  so  changed  that  every  vestige  of  doubt  has 
dissipated  in  regard  to  the  policy  and  imperious  duty  of  \ ir- 
|)a. 
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During  the  present  year,  the  term  of  office  of  Archibald  Gab* 
the  commissioner  of  public  works  for  the  second  district,  (gr- 
and under  the  act  of  9th  March  1S-53,  an  election  was  held  toapn- 
the  vacancy,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Alexander  R.  licau* 
A proclamation  was  made  in  compliance  with  the  law,  aihH 
Holladay  has  qualified  as  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  tin 
works. 

In  the  several  communications  heretofore  made  to  the  ;n 
assembly,  I earnestly  invited  their  attention  to  the  long  ne;#cl 
but  all  important  agricultural  interest  of  the  state.  Amo  ; ti 
suggestions  then  submitted  was  the  appointment  of  a com«(» 
state  agricultural  chemist,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  visit  teil 
ferent  portions  of  the  state,  analyze  the  soil,  ascertain  the  e 11- 
tary  bodies  of  which  it  is  composed,  point  out  the  substances  pco 
sary  to  fertilize,  and  impart  information  calculated  to  instruw 
enlighten  the  farmer  in  all  the  important  relations  appertains 
his  occupation,  and  thereby  infuse  a spirit  of  enquiry  and  i a 
gation  throughout  the  community,  so  essential  to  the  proper  u 
vation  of  the  earth,  and  of  such  paramount  importance  ifii 
general  welfare.  The  history  of  the  past  added  to  the  expee- 
of  the  observing  farmer  afford  abundant  evidence  of  the  ill 
change  and  beneficial  effects  produced  by  the  recent  introd  t- 
of  science  and  skill  in  the  agricultural,  mechanical  and  mail 
turing  departments.  It  is  believed  by  many  in  other  statefth 
property  is  deteriorating  in  Virginia,  and  that  our  country  jft 
coming  depopulated.  The  statistics  of  the  past  would  have  juifi- 
such  conclusion ; but  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  roan 
is  the  fact  at  this  time.  It  is  true,  that  land  in  the  tide  watuii 
trict  deteriorated  in  value,  during  the  twenty  years  preceding  v 
to  the  startling  amount  of  ten  millions  of  dollars;  that  ft- 
interests  depreciated  in  a similar  ratio;  that  many  of  our  <tr 
prising  young  men  reluctantly  abandoned  their  fatherland  arJH 
the  endearments  and  associations  which  cluster  around  their  i ti 
home,  and  in  search  of  better  land,  were  seen  wending  their  wyi 
the  alluring  west.  The  old  fields  thus  abandoned  were  growing 
in  pine,  and  seemed  rapidly  returning  to  primeval  solitude.  It 
is  equally  true  that  the  late  assessment  shows  an  increase  iit 
value  of  the  same  lands,  in  the  short  period  of  twelve  year  e 
ceeding  seventeen  millions  of  dollars,  with  improved  crops,  tint 
nual  increase  of  which  has  more  than  doubled  within  the  n 
period. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  entire  state.  Every  interest^ 
nishes  evidence  of  prosperity  and  increasing  wealth,  and  our  pdl 
have  every  reason  to  be  contented  and  happy. 

We  are  thus  furnished,  within  our  own  state,  with  the  evidu 
of  the  beneficial  effects  growing  out  of  the  application  of  sciem  t 
agricultural  purposes.  Its  practical  advantages  and  lasting  beift 
are  too  palpable  to  have  escaped  the  notice  of  the  most  casual! 
server.  It  has  accomplished  more  to  improve  the  soil,  augment^ 
crops,  elevate  the  laboring  class  in  the  rural  districts,  prevent,  a 
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tin  and  make  glad  the  heart  of  the  husbandman,  than  all  other 
■1  nces  which  have  been  employed  in  the  last  century.  These 
iible  changes  have,  it  is  true,  been  effected  without  the  aid  of 
(ficer  whose  appointment  I recommend;  yet  all  will  admit  that 
•Mire  to  be  ascribed  to  the  occasional  efforts  of  a few  scientific 
t'inen,  who  have  magnanimously  devoted  a portion  of  their 
and  money  to  the  chemical  analysis  of  the  soil,  the  discovery 
sicareous  and  compost  manures,  and  the  judicious  application  of 
sto  the  growth  of  vegetables.  For  this  they  are  entitled  to 
> gratitude  and  favorable  acknowledgments.  But  how  much 
■8ir  improvement  might  be  accomplished  by  the  untiring  and 
I lirected  efforts  of  a practical  chemist,  furnished  with  the  lights 
sence,  with  modern  improvements,  and  with  the  necessary  appa- 
' u to  apply  his  knowledge  to  the  best  advantage. 

Uch  has  been  effected  too  by  the  state  agricultural  society  and 
ixiliaries.  But  this  institution,  though  no  longer  an  experi- 
r and  in  a flourishing  and  permanent  condition,  is  the  result  of 
i dual  enterprise,  and  has  been  reared  and  nurtured  at  the  ex- 
l of  individual  liberality,  and  though  you  may  rely  to  a certain 
wt  upon  public  spirit  and  patriotism,  and  they  may  be  appealed 
8‘cessfully  in  times  of  peril  and  emergency,  they  should  not  be 
» too  heavily  when  no  such  emergency  exists, 
therefore  again  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  the  subject, 
trust  you  will  not  only  call  to  your  aid  the  services  of  a com- 
M agricultural  chemist,  but  that  you  will  not  permit  the  geolo- 
■i  survey  heretofore  undertaken  to  languish,  but  cause  it  to  be 
flilv  completed,  and  thus  develop  the  incalculable  treasures 
tdded  in  our  valleys,  our  plains  and  our  mountains, 
isubmit  herewith  the  annual  report  of  the  rector  and  visitors 
(,e  University  of  Virginia,  which  exhibits  the  institution  in  a 
) prosperous  and  flourishing  condition,  sustaining,  in  an  eminent 
g*e,  the  high  reputation  it  has  long  deservedly  enjoyed, 
tie  young  men,  annually  sent  forth  from  this  institution  to  com- 
ii  le  with  the  masses  in  their  various  pursuits,  cannot  fail  to  exert 
Folesome  influence,  and  leave  their  impress  upon  the  community 
uliich  they  move.  I would,  therefore,  recommend  an  increase  of 
f lumber  to  be  gratuitously  educated  with  such  an  increased  ap- 
friation  as  will  enable  the  institution  to  accomplish  this  purpose, 
b Id  that  the  number  could  be  augmented,  until  the  sons  of  the 
p;ent  and  the  wealthy  could  find  a common  platform  accessible 
II;  that  the  portals  of  the  university  could  be  thrown  open 
as  the  attributes  of  divine  mercy,  proclaiming,  “ whosoever 
* let  him  take  the  waters  of  life  freely.”  But  it  cannot  be  ex- 
fc‘ed  that  a single  institution  can  afford  the  necessary  instruction 
► population  like  that  of  Virginia.  Intelligence  is  the  property 
I ie  nation,  and  constitutes  the  principal  element  to  secure  re- 
i't  from  abroad,  and  security  and  happiness  at  home.  To  obtain 
i ay  reasonable  sacrifice  should  lie  made,  and  no  effort  neglected 
p“h  could  insure  it  with  certainty.  We  ought  therefore  to  extend 
i<  o our  colleges,  and  open  their  halls  to  those  who  cannot  obtain 
benefits  of  university  education. 
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The  legislature  has  wisely  extended  its  fosterins:  care  to  tlini 
tary  institute,  which  is  every  way  worthy  of  its  patronage,  id 
serving  popular  favor.  The  principle  of  combining  the  instil 
of  those  who  are  able  to  pay  with  the  gratuitous  education^ 
indigent  and  deserving,  and  requiring  those  educated  at  st  e < 
pense  to  become  teachers  for  a limited  period,  is  producing  tl  i 
beneficial  results  ; and  its  application  to  all  our  collegiate  instikti 
would  enhance  its  value  and  give  it  a power  in  future  whh 
scarcely  be  too  highly  estimated. 

In  1821,  the  general  assembly  recognized  the  claims  of  tie o 
leges,  and  passed  an  act  declaring  “that  whenever  the  am  a 
come  of  the  Literary  fund  shall  exceed  $60,000,  the  surplumlv 
that  sum,  until  such  surplus  shall  amount  to  $ 20,000,  shall  c 
propriated  to  the  endowment  of  such  colleges,  academies,  oiin 
mediate  schools  within  the  commonwealth  as  the  general  as  n 
may  hereafter  designate  as  fit  institutions  for  such  endowment.  ! 
receipts  into  the  treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Literary  fund  ir 
last  fiscal  year  were  upwards  of  $117,000.  Would  it  not  be  h 
ble  to  devote  a portion  of  this  sum  to  aid  such  of  the  col  leges n i 
state  as  are  not  already  endowed.  They  confessedly  conil 
largely  to  the  intelligence,  wealth  and  power  of  the  commonuai 
and  furnish  a large  portion  of  those  who  develope  its  resit' 
guard  its  honor  arid  wield  its  destiny.  Most  of  these  instiiL 
have  been  established  by  private  munificence,  by  subscriptior  t 
the  mass  of  the  people;  and  where  they  have  been  enabled  tan 
mutate  a sufficient  fund  by  such  means  to  erect  the  necessary 
ings,  it  affords  the  best  evidence  that  they  are  demanded  ir  t 
educational  wants  of  the  people,  who  have  thus  contributed 
tain  them.  Suppose,  then,  in  addition  to  the  erection  of  themi 
ings,  it  should  be  required  that  when  any  institution  of  this  <a 
ter  shall  have  raised  a fund  by  subscription  of  not  less  than  $ tl,6t 
and  invested  the  amount  in  state  securities  at  par,  anddejs 
these  securities  to  be  held  by  the  Literary  fund,  in  trust  fott 
benefit,  then,  in  addition  to  the  interest  arising  from  the  hors 
appropriation  should  be  made  from  the  Literary  fund  to  such  c<M 
of  an  amount  equal  to  the  interest  of  $25,000.  This  would  P 
each  institution  complying  with  these  terms,  an  endowment^ 
to  $75,000,  exclusive  of  buildings,  and  would  contribute  greiiy 
place  it  upon  a solid  foundation,  insuring  its  usefulness  .to  allan 
In  like  manner,  when  an  hundred  thousand  dollars  should  be  ih 
and  invested,  the  interest  upon  50,000  dollars  might  be  approp:jp 
And  to  prevent  too  large  a drain  from  the  Literary  fund,  tlie  n 
mum  amount  might  be  limited  to  such  sum  as  the  general  assu 
might  deem  expedient.  It  is  believed  that  several  of  the  ccp 
could  without  difficulty  obtain  the  necessary  funds  to  compl)*! 
these  requisitions.  The  investment  in  state  securities  wouhll 
tribute  greatly  to  raise  the  value  of  these  securities,  and  the  p 
would  be  held  by  our  own  institutions ; and  when  redeeme|f*i 
amount  would  be  immediately  reinvested,  always  aiding  in  sutei 
ing  the  public  credit.  As  this  plan  would  require  years  fr  i 
development,  the  Literary  fund  would  no  doubt  increase  in  o'a 
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Sent  to  meet  any  draft  that  might  be  requisite  for  its  accom- 
-ioent.  If  all  the  colleges  should  ultimately  avail  themselves  of 
avautages,  it  would  give  to  them  increased  facilities  for  instruc- 
iiidvance  them  to  the  highest  point  of  usefulness,  and  enable 
r to  contribute  more  extensively  and  efficiently  to  the  mental 
1 tion,  the  wealth,  power  and  glory  of  the  commonwealth.  Her 
•thy  institutions,  placed  upon  a permanent  basis  and  dissemi- 
e through  her  different  sections,  would  be  fountains  from  which 
ill  flow,  in  all  directions,  streams  of  intelligence  to  enlighten 
1 less  the  masses;  and  Virginia,  now  great  in  her  physical  re- 
ins and  political  influence,  would  then  be  pre-eminent  in  the 
ai  of  intellectual  developments.  I earnestly  recommend  this 
(iff  to  your  favorable  consideration. 

N;  while  we  are  endeavoring  to  contribute  to  the  improvement 
cr  university  and  colleges,  should  we  be  forgetful  of  the  acade- 
3 and  primary  schools.  Agriculture,  the  mechanic  arts,  philoso- 
pnavigation,  commerce,  and  all  the  improved  mutations  in  the 
i«tion  and  morals  of  mankind,  have  education  as  their  ground 
r.  The  mental  improvement  of  the  masses  affords  the  only 
lity  for  the  protection  of  persons  and  property,  and  intelligence 
1 irtue  ought  to  be  the  only  passport  to  fame  and  distinction, 
'i  nlightening  the  great  body  of  the  people,  you  inspire  them 
I confidence  ; enable  them  properly  to  comprehend  and  appre- 
t the  great  privileges  and  immunities  they  enjoy  ; establish  upon 
h basis  the  magnificent  superstructure  of  the  government,  and 
the  wisest  measures  for  transmitting  pure  principles,  unim- 
i d,  to  those  who  succeed  us  on  the  great  political  theatre.  To 
tnplish  these  great  purposes,  some  improvement  in  our  common 
nl  system  is  absolutely  necessary.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  radi- 
1 defective,  and  no  feature  is  probably  more  objectionable  than 
i which  places  the  education  of  the  poor  among  the  charities  of 
J It  is  humiliating  in  its  tendency  and  discouraging  in  its  effects. 

1 attention  to  this  important  subject  cannot  fail  to  elicit  im- 
J3ment  in  the  system. 

1 has  sometimes  been  objected,  that  it  is  unjust  to  require  the 
■jthy  to  contribute  to  the  education  of  the  poor.  To  our  system 
objection  cannot  be  urged,  because  the  capitation  tax,  which  is 
inly  part  of  the  revenue  devoted  to  the  Literary  fund, is  derived 
I from  all,  and  the  primary  schools  should  be  alike  for  the  benefit 
1.  But  even  if  the  objection  were  tenable,  and  taxation  were 
♦ ted  to  for  the  education  of  the  poor,  it  might  be  said  with  truth 
i while  the  wealthy  contribute  the  larger  amount,  they  have  the 
•Vr  interest  at  stake,  and  require  a greater  amount  of  govern- 
•::al  protection.  In  a republic  governed  by  the  majority,  the 
••le  manage  and  control.  It  is  of  vital  importance,  therefore, 

I the  government  should  be  intrusted  to  the  guidance  and  direc- 
» of  educated  men. 

he  poor  form  the  largest  class  in  almost  every  community,  and 
out  aid  are  destitute  of  the  means  of  acquiring  an  education, 
consequence  is,  that  many  a bright  genius,  which  might  have 
iii 
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shed  its  rays  and  been  an  ornament  in  the  counsels  of  the  com, 
languishes  in  humble  obscurity,  with  the  germ  of  its  aspiraoii 
obliterated  by  inexorable  necessity. 

The  man  of  wealth,  under  our  system  of  equal  distribute  ol 
property  among  his  heirs,  and  under  the  natural  law  which  eat 
lishes  a period  for  the  growth,  maturity,  decline  and  extinctiioi 
wealth  as  well  as  everything  else,  cannot  tell  how  soon  his  deei 
dants  may  not  require  assistance  from  those  to  whom  his  boat’ 
may  be  extended. 

The  interest  of  both  classes  are  essentially  the  same,  and  >ti 
have  a like  inducement  to  unlock  the  treasures  of  knowledgjft 
themselves  and  their  posterity,  that  all  may  be  elevated  tofcln 
proud  position  of  enlightened  freemen,  and  that  it  maybesa.oi 
us,  “ Wisdom  c.ryeth  without — she  uttereth  her  voice  in  the  stre  s. 

Firmly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  cause  of  education  mi. 
especially  that  of  primary  schools,  is  second  to  no  great  interqfi 
the  state,  I should  be  derelict  in  duty  if  I failed  to  recommend  ii 
the  strongest  terms  to  your  favorable  consideration. 

The  second  auditor’s  report  will  exhibit  the  financial  condith  i> 
the  Literary  fund.  It  will  be  only  necessary  for  me  to  state  the  ii 
available  capital  is  S 1,041,753  37.  Of  this  amount  there  has  e 
invested  $ 1,591.195  S 2,  h aving  the  sum  of  S 50,562  55  to  bin 
vested.  The  net  revenue  derived  from  these  investments  duringh 
last  fiscal  year,  was  $ 78,863  62. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury  from  all  sources  on  account  of  tu 
fund,  including  the  balance  on  hand  on  the  1st  of  October  1)4 
were  $ 166,704  76,  and  the  disbursements  during  the  same  p<  o 
were  $ 163,648,  leaving  a balance  in  the  treasury  to  the  cred  o 
this  fund,  on  the  first  of  October  of  the  present  year,  of  $3,05616 

The  institution  for  the  deaf,  dumb  and  blind,  and  those  oie 
public  charities,  the  eastern  and  western  lunatic  asylums,  have  >n 
tinned  to  give  efficient  aid  in  relieving  the  unfortunate.  Tole 
velop  the  latent  intellect  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  to  give  light 
the  blind,  and  to  alleviate  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  benig  n 
idiot,  or  to  restore  to  healthful  action  the  diseased  mind  of  the  r:|C 
man,  or  restrain  him  from  injuring  others,  are  objects  which  t 8 
institutions  are  contributing  greatly  to  effect.  The  reports  fromb< 
board  of  visitors  accompany  this  communication,  and  will  pren 
their  several  wants  and  necessities,  and  display  more  satisfactc* 
their  condition.  I regret  to  state  that  a portion  of  the  Wes  si 
lunatic  asylum  has  lately  been  injured  by  an  accidental  fire.  .11 
understood,  however,  that  the  damage  is  not  great,  and  that  it  in 
be  speedily  repaired  at  a moderate  cost. 

In  the  month  of  December  last,  a similar  accident  occurred  at  it 
penitentiary,  by  which  a much  larger  proportion  of  that  institu  )i 
was  entirely  destroyed.  The  report  of  the  directors  and  supea 
tendent  will  afford  all  the  information  upon  the  subject  in  my  ]*■ 
session.  By  this  fire  most  of  the  work  shops,  and  nearly  all  i< 
machinery  for  manufacturing  operations,  were  destroyed  or  rendefli 
useless.  This  machinery  had  been  constructed  at  different  peril  * 
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1 n rooms  not  suitable  for  the  operations  performed  by  it. 
iv'ig  been  for  a long  time  in  use,  it  had  become  much  worn,  and 
a e portion  of  it  was  of  a character  which  more  modern  im- 
rjments  had  superseded.  It  had  been  worked,  therefore,  at 
ref  inconvenience  and  to  little  profit.  The  fire  in  this  respect 
’ilbrove  of  advantage,  for  the  new  buildings  and  new  machinery 
iv  been  adapted  to  each  other,  and  the  latest  improvements  have 
e made  in  both.  To  repair  this  damage  and  prevent  greater  loss 
ii  state,  I immediately  gave  authority  to  the  board  of  directors 
. case  the  work  shops  destroyed  to  be  rebuilt  upon  the  plan  and 
ti  ates  furnished  by  themselves  and  by  the  superintendent,  direct- 
igliiat  the  labor  of  the  convicts  should  be  used  as  far  as  practica- 
•e  It  was  supposed  that  it  would  require  the  sum  of  thirty  thou- 
n dollars  to  complete  the  building  and  procure  the  necessary 
a'  inery  for  the  purpose.  The  board  were,  therefore,  authorized 
> <ntract  for  machinery  and  heavy  timbers,  upon  such  credit  as 
o d allow  time  for  an  appropriation  to  be  made  by  the  general 
ss ably  to  meet  the  payment;  and  in  addition,  I authorized  an 
qnditure  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  out  of  the  civil  contingent 
u . Regulations  were  adopted  requiring  accurate  accounts  to  be 
e]  and  a full  report  to  be  made  of  the  expenditure  and  of  the 
mints  hereafter  to  fall  due,  and  when  they  are  to  be  paid. 

■ora  the  civil  contingent  fund  there  has  been  paid  on  this 
3uint  about  twelve  thousand  dollars,  leaving  to  be  paid  from  this 
ur,  under  the  authority  given,  about  $2,-500.  This,  with  the 
aunt  paid  within  the  fiscal  year,  of  $ G,344  82,  as  interest  upon 
■temporary  loan  made  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  here- 
of e alluded  to,  reduced  that  fund  exceedingly,  and  required  the 
t#  test  economy  to  meet  the  ordinary  charges  upon  it. 

is  proper,  before  closing  this  subject,  that  I should  bear  testi- 
fy to  the  zeal  of  the  superintendent  of  the  institution,  and  the 
tiers  under  him,  and  the  energy  and  judgment  displayed  in  recon- 
victing the  work  shops,  repairing  damages,  procuring  and  erecting 
nhineryof  the  best  and  most  substantial  kind,  and  carrying  on 
■extensive  operations  of  so  large  an  establishment,  with  so  many 
goners,  under  the  disadvantages  by  which  they  were  surrounded. 

lie  report  of  the  adjutant  general,  herewith  communicated,  will 
■ibit,  in  its  true  aspect,  the  present  total  disorganization  of  the 
®itia.  The  law  abolishing  musters  has  had  the  efieet  to  destroy  all 
htem,  and  place  the  state  in  a defenceless  condition.  One  regi- 
wit  of  volunteers  and  a few  effective  companies  in  the  cities  and 
lens  of  the  state  constitute  all  the  force  upon  which  we  could  rely 
biny  emergency.  Ought  this  to  be  at  a time  like  this?  The  men 
father  days,  to  whose  wisdom  we  have  been  accustomed  to  appeal, 
fele  it  a part  of  our  bill  of  rights,  “ that  a well  regulated  militia, 
Piposed  of  the  bodv  of  the  people,  trained  to  arms,  is  the  proper, 
D ural  and  safe  defence  of  a free  state.”  Is  the  principle  less  true 
pv?  It  may  be  burdensome  in  time  of  peace,  but  it  is  necessary 
pbe  ready  to  prevent,  as  well  as  to  be  prompt  to  meet  aggression. 
Jnder  the  present  circumstances,  the  arms  which  had  been  dis- 
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tributed  to  the  militia  have  been  scattered,  and  will  in  a shorn 
become  utterly  useless.  It  seems  to  be  impossible  to  collect  n i , 
when  companies  are  without  officers,  and  officers  who  are  til  i 
commission  are  without  companies.  Orders  cannot  be  piuerlv 
issued;  and  it  issued,  will  not  be  executed,  because  there 
courts  of  enquiry  to  impose  lines  or  to  enforce  the  sanction  tit. 
law.  I would  recommend  a reorganization  of  the  militia,  id  t 
return  either  to  the  former  system,  or  to  such  other  as.w 
wisdom  may  devise,  to  render  this  necessary  branch  of  the  ] bi 
service  useful  and  efficient. 

There  is  a vacancy  existing  in  the  fifth  brigade  of  militia,  cca- 
sioned  by  the  death  of  Brigadier  General  Henry  T.  Washiiton 
which  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  supply. 

The  approach  of  the  time  when  the  charters  of  the  priiipa 
banking  institutions  in  the  state  will  expire,  and  the  solicitude  ani- 
fested  on  the  part  of  those  most  interested  in  their  perpetuibwill 
necessarily  invoke  your  attention  at  an  early  period  of  your  sesoi. 
and  probably  no  subject  will  be  presented  for  your  consideratio an<i 
decision,  which  will  involve  to  an  equal  extent  the  moral,  pecuai' 
and  vital  interests  of  the  citizens,  the  general  welfare  and  lion  - 4 
the  commonwealth.  The  immense  power  and  exclusive  privig' 
granted  to  those  institutions  should  be  guarded  with  much  in 
while  the  plausible  and  seductive  reasoning  of  those  who  are  Ik- 
rested  in  their  management  and  control,  when  addressed  to  the  pai- 
dians  of  the  people’s  rights,  should  be  taken  with  many  grab  01 
allowance.  They  descant  eloquently  upon  the  advantages  of  the 
paper  system  ; its  tendency  to  make  money  abundant ; to  enh li- 
the price  of  labor  and  produce  ; to  enable  those  with  limited  mu 
to  embark  in  business;  to  facilitate  commerce;  to  impart  life  n 
vigor  to  every  interest,  and  to  build  up  town  and  country.  T 
these  appear  plausible,  and  to  those  directly  interested,  conclude 
They  present,  however,  but  the  bright  side  of  the  picture,  and  ;u 
diously  avoid  the  more  reliable  logic  of  experience  and  of  facts  m 
figures.  They  aim  to  throw  a veil  over  the  past,  and  gravely  as  u 
to  repudiate  the  salutary  lessons  taught  by  experience,  and  to  po« 
vere  in  a system  of  policy  which  has  again  and  again  coniluctecu 
to  the  very  verge  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  Some  of  us,  howe*r 
have  not  forgotten  their  history,  nor  the  deleterious  effects  grovu^ 
out  of  the  paper  system.  We  remember  the  embarrassment  e>e 
rienced  by  the  government  in  the  prosecution  of  the  late  war  vtl 
Great  Britain,  from  the  absence  of  a specie  currency,  when  w 
whole  monetary  system  exploded,  and  the  ruinous  use  of  deje 
dated  paper  threatened  bankruptcy  to  the  treasury  and  ruin  to  u 
country. 

Again,  about  the  year  1820,  another  explosion  took  place,  M 
desolation  and  dismay  ensued.  Specie  had  disappeared,  and  depb 
dated  paper  filled  the  vacuum.  A general  stagnation  in  businp 
was  the  consequence,  followed  by  stay  laws,  property  laws,  <'j( 
other  ineffectual  expedients,  all  of  which  were  brought  into  requl 
tion  to  avert  the  catastrophe,  but  in  vain.  Debtor  and  creditor  s( 
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dilike,  produce  and  labor  were  comparatively  valueless,  and 
■^interest  in  the  country  became  stricken  and  paralyzed.  The 
rerecent  but  equally  disastrous  explosion  of  1S37  is  within  the 
diction  of  all.  It  came  when  we  were  at  peace  with  all  the 
1— when  commerce  flourished,  and  the  bounteous  hand  of  Pro- 
ne had  blessed  us  with  propitious  seasons  and  abundant  har- 
ts-when  the  country  was  flooded  with  promises  to  pay  specie 
it  had  ceased  to  circulate,  because  it  had  been  sent  abroad, 
vl  up  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks,  or  bought  up  by  the  brokers, 
-p  atory  to  the  coming  crisis,  foreseen  only  by  the  shrewd  specu- 
mvho  fattens  upon  the  misfortunes  of  his  unsuspecting  neighbor, 
e in  less  time  than  one  revolving  moon,  eight  hundred  banks 
n aneously  closed  their  doors,  and  hermetically  sealed  their  iron 
et  indignantly  spurning  from  their  counters  the  unfortunate 
id’s  of  their  paper,  whose  credulity  had  induced  them  to  rely 
oilelusive  promises.  And  what  strange  or  unforeseen  event  pro- 
c<  this  sudden,  unlooked  for  and  disastrous  calamity?  A highly 
ptable  and  intelligent  committee,  in  their  report  assigning  the 
sis  for  the  failure  of  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York  and 
e here,  say,  “ The  immediate  cause  which  compelled  the  banks 
Iw  York  city  to  suspend  specie  payment  on  the  10th  of  May 
tare  well  known.  The  simultaneous  withdrawal  of  the  large 
■b  deposits,  and  of  excessive  foreign  credits,  combined  with  the 
!;  and  unexpected  fall  in  the  price  of  the  principal  articles  of 
reports,  with  an  import  of  corn  and  breadstuff's,  such  as  had 
V'  before  occurred,  and  with  the  consequent  inability  of  the 
n ry,  particularly  of  the  southwestern  states,  to  make  the  usual 
p ted  remittances,  did,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  fall  principally 
d ecessarily  on  the  greatest  commercial  emporium  of  the  Union. 
t a long  and  most  arduous  struggle,  during  which  the  banks, 
odinot  altogether  successfully,  resisting  the  imperative  foreign 
nnd  for  the  precious  metals,  were  gradually  deprived  of  a great 
rjn  of  their  specie,  some  unfortunate  incident  of  a local  nature, 
■eting  in  concert  with  other  previously  exciting  causes,  produced 
Jiist  and  panic,  and,  finally,  one  of  those  general  runs,  which,  it 
'Dnued,  no  bank  that  issues  paper  money  payable  on  demand  can 
eresist,  and  which  soon  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  those  ot  this 
tyo  sustain  specie  payments.  The  example  was  followed  by  the 
throughout  the  whole  country,  with  as  much  rapidity  as  the 
of  the  suspension  in  New  York  reached  them,  without  waiting 
ft  actual  run,  and  principally  if  not  exclusively  on  the  alleged 
‘Oad  of  the  effects  to  be  apprehended  from  such  suspension. 
P',  whilst  the  New  York  city  banks  are  almost  drained  ot  their 
'fe,  those  in  other  places  preserved  the  amount  which  they  held 
jf'e  the  final  catastrophe.” 

fch  are  the  reasons  assigned  at  that  day;  and  may  we  not  rea- 
My  expect  that  similar  causes  will  produce  similar  results  in 

it  -e. 

• ace  then,  and  up  to  the  present  time,  we  have  had  frequent 
i]  nsions  and  contractions  in  the  money  market,  bordering  on 
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suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  which  has  on  h 
prevented  by  the  almost  miraculous  influx  of  gold  from  Calpnii 
This  alone  has  prevented  a repetition  of  the  scenes  of  183  ! 
deed,  but  for  this  timely  apparent  interposition  of  Providencitl 
is  abundant  reason  to  believe  that  every  bank  in  the  countryVou 
ere  this  have  suspended,  and  that  we  should  now  be  langsli 
under  a heavy  monetary  pressure.  This  fortunate  occurrenc  til 
opportunely  interposed,  had  not  even  a remote  connection  win 
paper  system,  except  so  far  as  to  invite  us  to  substitute  a cuen 
intrinsically  valuable  and  permanent  in  its  character,  for  oneah 
less  in  itself,  and  deceptive  on  its  face. 

It  is  a well  established  fact,  and  I advert  to  it  with  pleasui,th 
the  state  banks  of  Virginia  have  generally  been  judiciousl  cn 
ducted,  and  will  compare  favorably  with  any  similar  institute 
other  states.  It  may  be  said,  that  Virginia  has  made  the  me; ol 
bad  system  ; and  yet  the  effect  has  been  to  raise  and  depress,  a si 
intervals,  not  only  the  price  of  labor,  but  of  every  article  the  btfi 
is  compelled  to  purchase  for  the  subsistence  of  himself  and  mi 
To  give  a fictitious  value  to  every  species  of  property,  to  m tii 
and  enlarge  schemes  of  speculation,  and  thereby  foster  and  i< 
rage  an  artificial  and  transient  prosperity,  by  which  the  uw1 
have  been  betrayed  into  an  enlargement  of  business  and  inoae 
indebtedness,  and  when  the  time  for  complying  with  their 
tions  came,  the  banks  have  found  it  necessary  to  curtail  anev 
hold  accommodations,  or  to  suspend  specie  payment  altogether  T 
inevitable  consequence  in  such  cases  must  be  a depreciation!  t 
value  of  property  and  the  bankruptcy  of  many  of  our  citizens  H 
is  this  the  only  evil.  It  is  a well  ascertained  fact  in  political  o 
my,  that  increased  paper  circulation  leads  to  the  exportation  ? t 
precious  metal;  drives  it  from  circulation;  lessens  the  capaty 
banks  to  redeem  their  notes,  and  thereby  forces  upon  the  pijlc 
doubtful  and  depreciated  currency,  from  which  relief  is  obiii 
only  by  those  convulsions  and  monetary  revolutions  which  at.hr 
intervals  have  visited  our  country. 

The  above  views  on  the  subject  of  banking  and  paper  cum 
have  long  been  entertained  by  me.  They  are  presented  witho 
hesitancy,  with  great  deference,  and  but  little  hope  of  meeiig 
coincidence  of  sentiment  on  the  part  of  the  legislature. 

Tire  great  question,  however,  for  your  decision  is,  shall  Vij 
continue  to  rely  upon  a system  thus  defective,  without  an  efl't 
improvement,  and  how  shall  that  improvement  be  effected  ? ; 
not  prepared  to  urge  an  immediate  radical  change  in  our  systn 
currency,  believing  as  I do  that  all  sudden  changes  in  moi® 
affairs  tend  to  derange  the  general  laws  of  trade,  and  unsettll 
business  arrangements  of  the  country;  and  therefore,  any  atiM 
at  change  should  be  by  cautious  and  gradual  process;  yet,  if  efia 
at  all,  it  must  have  a commencement,  aird  probably  there  will  1 
be  a more  propitious  time  than  the  present  to  enter  upon! 
change. 

The  influx  of  gold  and  silver  from  California,  Australia,  andn 
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r is  without  a parallel  in  the  monetary  history  of  any  country, 
joffers  a corrective,  which,  if  rejected,  will  entail  upon  our 
r»1  a currency  upon  which  they  cannot  and  ought  not  to  rely, 
sould  the  legislature  dissent  from  these  views,  and  proceed  to 
rgiize  the  banking  system,  either  upon  the  old  plan  of  a mother 
k. vith  branches,  or  that  of  independent  banks,  based  upon  state 
nies,  I respectfully  suggest  the  following  changes  or  amend- 
it to  any  charter  now  in  force,  or  hereafter  to  be  granted — That 
nes  in  circulation  be  made  payable  at  the  counter  of  the  bank 

0 diich  they  are  issued ; that  each  stockholder  be  held  person- 
ible  for  the  debts  of  the  corporation  to  the  amount  of  his  or 

sick  respectively.  I also  recommend  a prohibition  of  the  issue 
emulation,  after  a specified  time,  of  any  bank  note  of  less  de- 
viation than  ten  dollars.  By  making  the  measure  prospective, 
d nd  silver  will  speedily  supply  the  vacuum  caused  by  the  with- 
ftl  of  the  prohibited  bills.  Like  the  act  of  the  last  session,  to 
v it  the  circulation  of  notes  under  five  dollars,  the  wholesome 
n3  will  be  speedily  and  imperceptibly  effected  ; and  thus,  by  a 
end  gradual  process,  notes  of  a higher  grade  may  be  excluded, 

1 at  no  distant  day,  the  country  will  have  the  benefit  of  a sound 
Biutional  currency  sufficient  for  all  ordinary  dealings,  and  a sure 
impon  which  to  found  bank  issues  and  a paper  currency  of  a 
jh- grade,  should  the  wants  of  the  community  demand  it.  The 
*]  on  of  these  suggestions  would,  it  is  believed,  greatly  improve 
f onetary  system,  especially  if  sanctioned  and  practiced  by  neigh- 
fi;  states,  several  of  whom  have  strongly  indicated  a preference 
■me  similar  policy. 

Iithis  connection,  ! beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  repeal 
a laws  on  the  subject  of  usury,  a subject  which  has  recently 
r ted  public  notice  in  this  and  the  adjoining  states.  However 
C'sary  restrictive  measures  of  this  character  may  have  been  in 
'nr  times,  there  is  obviously  a strong  prejudice  against  them  at. 
esnt.  All  experience  has  shown  that  every  effort  to  keep  down 
Bate  of  interest  by  legislative  enactments  lias  proved  abortive, 
doled  to  accomplish  the  end.  That  the  price  of  money,  like  every 
a commodity  in  the  market,  will  be  regulated  by  demand  and 
py,  and  that  any  laws  intended  to  control  it  are  constantly 
9 ed,  evaded  or  disregarded,  the  tendency  being  to  demoralize 
tty  by  inducing  an  habitual  disregard  of  the  laws  of  the  state. 

moreover  confidently  believed  that  the  laws  now  in  force  tend 
li-’rease  rather  than  diminish  the  rate  of  interest  paid,  and  operate 
fee  prejudice  of  the  borrowers,  who  are  generally  the  more  needy 
and  whose  interests  were  intended  to  be  guarded.  And  indeed 
3 difficult  to  understand  why  the  liberty  of  the  citizen  should  be 

• icted  in  regard  to  moneyed  transactions,  while  he  is  deemed 
11 >etent  to  the  management  and  control  of  all  other  commodities 
1 s possession.  Without  entering  further  into  discussion  on  the 
•bet,  I would  respectfully  recommend  a repeal,  or  such  modifi- 
■ ns  of  these  laws  as  would  leave  the  citizen  free  to  stipulate  lor 
*<  rate  of  interest  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  contracting 

* es. 
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Iti  my  last  annual  message  I recommended  the  purchase  of  [our 
Vernon  by  the  commonwealth.  I should  be  insensible  to  thewH 
t ion  of  the  public  heart,  as  well  as  my  own  feelings,  if  I fa -D 
renew  the  proposition  at  this  time.  The  bare  allusion  to  tlutom 
of  Washington,  with  its  hallowed  shades  and  sacred  relic1  hi 
awakened  a feeling  of  reverence  and  patriotism  in  the  Aim 
bosom,  affording  unmistakable  evidence  that  not  only  Virgini  a 
most,  if  not  all,  her  sister  states  plead  with  persuasive  eloqueiet 
the  rescue  of  the  sacred  domicile  from  the  threatened  dan?r 
desecration  and  ruin. 

The  accompanying  correspondence  on  the  subject  is  respcfub 
submitted. 

The  amount  claimed  by  the  proprietor  may  be  considered *x<> 
bit-ant.  In  the  ordinary  transaction  of  business,  it  might  bejrm 
but  who  shall  undertake  to  calculate  the  value  of  the  hom  ten 
and  the  grave  of  Washington,  with  its  primeval  simplicity,  r 1 
place  an  estimate  upon  the  thousand  sacred  recollections  hit 
crowd  the  mind  and  cluster  around  the  heart,  in  token  of  admi  tm 
for  him  whom  all  delight  to  honor.  Dollars  become  dust  h# 
compared  with  the  inestimable  patriotism  inspired  by  a visit  til 
tomb.  Thousands  will  repair  to  this  American  Mecca  to  pay  hu»f 
to  the  illustrious  dead.  But,  however  ready  you  may  be  topm 
chase  and  pay  for  this  property,  that  honor  has  been  parall 
wrested  from  you,  and  is  reserved  for  the  noble  purpose  of  adoiti 
the  brow  of  female  philanthropy. 

The  Mount  Vernon  association  of  ladies  have  been  zealous  e 
erased  in  col  lectins  the  necessary  funds,  and  it  is  understood  tat 
considerable  amount  has  already  been  realized.  They  maeani 
raously  claim  the  honor  of  paying  the  purchase  money,  and,  -i 
becoming  modesty,  request  the  general  assembly  to  authoriz-t: 
purchase  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth,  so  that  the  titleba 
be  vested  in  Virginia,  and  the  property  be  under  her  controlair 
direction,  with  an  assurance  to  all,  that  the  sacred  repository  of" 
mighty  dead  will  be  forever  kept  free  from  possible  pollution,  u" 
appeal  from  such  a source  will  not  be  unheeded,  when  address!  t 
a Virginia  legislature. 

This  subject  leads  to  a reference  to  the  Virginia  Washington  101 
ument  on  our  capitol  square.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  hi 
the  granite  portion  of  the  structure  has  been  for  some  time  in 
pleted,  and  the  expenditure  on  that  account  has  ceased. 

The  commissioners  of  the  monument  have  received  from  A' 
Crawford,  the  artist,  the  statue  of  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas-e 
ferson,  and  a portion  of  other  equipments.  They  have  deemc  i 
best,  however,  not  to  place  the  statues  upon  their  intended  pre* 
tals  until  the  equestrian  statue  of  Washington,  for  which  the  stu 
ture  was  erected,  is  completed,  and  shall  surmount  the  whole.  I 
the  mean  time,  the  two  statues  have  been  placed  temporarily  eo 
the  platform  of  the  capitol  steps,  affording  an  opportunity  foi  i 
spection,  gratifying  to  the  public.  Justice  to  the  genius  of  h 
artist  requires  that  I should  commend  the  happy  execution  of  ii 
task,  at  once  securing  his  fame,  accomplishing  a work  worth  c 
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•eat  names  intended  to  be  commemorated,  and  fulfilling  the 
neand  expectations  of  the  state.  But  the  general  assembler  are 
ai  that  those  statues  and  equipments  will  not  complete  the 
j< . The  appropriation  already  made  has  been  exhausted,  and 
n are  four  statues  besides  other  equipments  necessary  for  its 
retion.  It  would  be  well  to  authorize  them  to  be  contracted 
a once,  limiting  the  amount  to  be  expended  in  any  year  to  such 
a s you  may  deem  proper. 

IJler  the  act  of  March  3,  1354,  for  running  and  marking  the 
nary  line  between  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  I ap- 
nd  a commissioner  on  the  part  of  this  state,  to  act  in  conjunc- 
a nth  the  commissioner  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  to  execute  the 
ie  of  the  act.  By  his  report  and  correspondence,  herewith  colli- 
mated, you  will  perceive  that  the  commission  has  failed,  and 
? iasons  why  it  cannot  be  accomplished  without  further  legisla- 
n The  legislature  of  Maryland  asked  the  appointment  of  the 
n issioners,  with  a view  to  the  settlement  of  the  differences 
even  the  two  states  both  as  to  the  western  and  the  eastern 
nlary.  The  legislature  of  Virginia  provided  entirely  for  settling 
jjestern  boundary.  The  commissioner  on  the  part  of  Maryland 
t , that  “ the  two  acts  of  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland  were 
{sled  by  the  legislature  as  one  object,  but  the  oonstitutf  n re- 
ii  1 that  they  should  be  passed  separately and  under  these  eir- 
ff  ances,  he  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  run  one  line  without  the 
a The  conference  of  the  commissioners  was  thus  terminated, 
d devolves  on  the  general  assembly  to  make  such  further  provi- 
■flon  the  subject  as  it  may  deem  expedient. 

C the  31st  August  1S52,  congress  passed  an  act  providing  for  the 
Auction  in  scrip  of  outstanding  Virginia  land  warrants  issued  for 
i'iry  services  in  the  war  of  the  revolution.  This  act  was  passed, 
Presumed,  in  consequence  of  a resolution  of  the  general  assem- 
nstructing  our  senators  and  requesting  our  representatives  in 
ness  to  procure  its  enactment;  and  as  an  inducement,  these 
Rations  proposed  the  surrender  by  deed  to  the  United  States  of 

I e lands  then  held  by  Virginia  in  the  military  district  between 
efiami  and  Scioto  rivers  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  •and  the  acceptance 
:ch  act  as  a full  discharge  of  the  United  States  from  all  liability 

i count  of  Virginia  bounties. 

1e  act  of  August  31st,  1852,  was  passed  in  conformity  with  these 
sutions,  and  accordingly,  as  chief  magistrate  of  the  state,  I duly 
cited  a deed  conveying  to  the  United  States  all  the  lands  owned 
r irginia  in  the  military  district  of  Ohio. 

I I the  act  of  August  31st,  1852,  contained  a provision,  that  be- 
f issuing  scrip  the  secretary  of  the  interior  should  be  satisfied 
nthe  warrants  surrendered  had  been  justly  and  fairly  issued  in 
n lance  of  the  laws  of  Virginia.  This  revisional  feature  of  the  law 
a designed  doubtless  to  exclude  from  scrip  cases  tainted  with 

, or  shown  by  subsequent  testimony  to  be  manifestly  erroneous. 
u the  law  has  been  so  construed  as  to  require  a re-examination  of 
claim  allowed  by  the  authorities  of  Virginia  ; and  under  that 
iv 
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construction,  a large  number  of  such  claims  have  been  reject  1 i 
the  department  at  Washington,  and  are  of  course  unavailable » th 
claimant  in  Virginia,  though  maturely  considered  and  duly  pin 
cated  by  her  appointed  tribunals. 

The  dignity  of  the  commonwealth  and  justice  to  the  indidi 
claimant  as  well  as  good  faith,  seems  to  me  to  require  that  tljU 
of  congress  on  the  subject  should  be  so  amended  as  to  authorial; 
issue  of  scrip  in  all  cases  duly  recognized  by  this  state,  unless ra 
be  detected,  or  manifest  error  be  shown. 

The  subject  being  one  of  interest  to  very  numerous  citizens  tl 
state,  and  involving  a large  amount,  I deem  it  my  duty  to  bit 
to  the  attention  of  the  legislature. 

Since  your  last  session,  1 have  received,  from  several  of  the  a 
of  this  confederacy,  resolutions  upon  various  subjects,  with  a ruin 
that  they  may  be  submitted  to  your  consideration.  In  acconii 
with  this  request,  they  are  herewith  communicated.  The  resol  ioi 
from  the  states  of  Rhode  Island,  Maine,  Massachusetts  andk 
necticut,  upon  the  subject  of  the  establishment  of  territorial  giei 
ment  for  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  and  the  admission  into  the  Urn 
these  territories  as  states,  and  relative  to  the  fugitive  slave  lavjwi 
no  doubt  attract  your  attention.  The  whole  scope  and  teir 
these  resolutions  are  at  war  with  southern  interests  and  institi  oi 
and  they  are  based  upon  the  idea  that  the  states  of  this  Uni<  a 
not  entitled  to  equal  rights,  and  that  the  people  of  one  secti«  a 
to  be  allowed  privileges  and  capacities  which  are  to  be  denied  ti 
people  of  another.  This  assumption  should  be  met  promptly  ’i 
such  degradation  we  should  not  submit.  The  people  of  Vi  in 
have  the  same  inalienable  right  to  carry  any  species  of  prcsr 
possessed  by  them  into  any  territory  of  the  United  States,  thatl 
people  of  any  other  state  have  to  carry  any  species  of  their  projrt 
and  congress  have  no  authority  to  pass  laws  allowing  the  rift 
one  state,  and  denying  it  to  another. 

The  people  of  some  of  the  states  abolished  slavery  within  bt 
limits,  declaring  that  “sound  policy  required  that  it  shou  I 
effected  therein,  as  soon  as  might  be  consistent  with  the  rig  s 
individuals  and  the  public  safety  and  welfare.”  What  right  a 
they  to  say  that  other  states  shall  not  equally  judge  whether  Mi 
policy  requires  it  to  be  abolished  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  v 
it  will  be  consistent  with  the  rights  of  individuals,  and  the  pal 
safety  and  welfare  ? What  right  have  they  to  declare  that  b 
independent  sovereignties  have  not  equal  authority  to  maintain  f 
seem  to  them  proper,  that  sound  policy  requires  the  continuan: 
establishment  of  slavery  within  their  limits,  and  have  not  <u 
power  to  declare  whether  it  be  consistent  with  the  rights  of  K 
viduals  that  it  should  be  continued  or  abolished.  The  govern  e 
of  the  United  States  have  no  such  power  delegated  to  it.  It  be  n 
alone  to  the  people,  when  they  come  to  establish  the  fundamit 
law  for  their  own  government;  and  congress  has  no  authori' 
prohibit  any  state  from  coming  into  the  Union  because  slavery  U« 
or  does  not  exist  within  its  limits. 
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Iis  a false  philosophy  which  teaches  that  the  institutions  which 
v proved  good  for  one  people,  are  and  will  be  good  for  all  future 
•uionwealths.  It  is  not  true  that  the  institutions  of  Austria  or 
is  a or  Turkey,  which  they  think  good,  are  best  for  the  United 
ns.  It  is  not  true  that  the  institutions  of  Connecticut  would  be 
st  or  Virginia ; and  if  it  were  true,  it  is  no  less  false  to  attempt 
asade  against  nations  or  states,  to  compel  them  to  embrace  prin- 
jb  or  laws  obnoxious  to  them,  because  they  are  deemed  good 
dvholesome  by  others.  The  true  and  only  sound  principle  is  for 
c state  or  nation  to  adapt  its  laws  and  constitution  to  the  circum- 
u es  which  surround  it,  and  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  a 
ajrity  of  its  people,  and  to  abstain  from  interference  with  the 
Dims  of  others.  This  principle,  if  adhered  to,  will  prevent  the 
rination  of  the  seed  of  civil  dissention  and  disunion,  which  false 
xilesigning  men  are  continually  sowing  broadcast  over  this  land, 
(•ngress  had  no  right  in  1S20  to  pass  the  Missouri  compromise, 
id  no  right  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slavery  above  one 
n<  and  to  permit  it  or  to  entail  it  upon  the  people  below  that 
m The  south  submitted  then  to  a flagrant  violation  of  its  rights, 
r le  sake  of  peace,  for  the  sake  of  fraternal  affection,  to  obtain 
a;;  and  repose  from  incessant  agitation  and  annoyance.  In- 
el  of  repose,  it  only  opened  the  floodgates  of  incessant  inter- 
r ice,  and  let  loose  a host  of  fanatics  to  attempt  other  and  more 
a;ant  violations  of  our  rights,  and  to  destroy  both  social  and 
i >nal  happiness.  The  act  establishing  the  compromise  has  now 
e<  repealed.  By  such  repeal,  slavery  is  neither  recognized  nor 
n uraged,  nor  is  it  prohibited  or  abolished.  All  are  left  to  their 
o titutional  rights.  We  ouidit  not,  we  cannot,  with  honor,  with 
elrespect,  without  humiliation  and  debasement,  permit  this  tn- 
pty  to  be  again  established  over  us.  The  constitutional  guarantees 
8lt  be  respected  and  executed.  We  ought  to  take  a firm  stand, 
a let  our  ultimatum  be  absolute  and  unconditional.  If  we  do 
io  the  Union  is  worthless,  and  will  become  an  engine  of  unmiti- 
;o'd  oppression. 

s an  evidence  of  what  we  are  to  expect,  I refer  you  to  the 
a act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Massachusetts,  and  ask  you 
oixamine  it  carefully,  and  calmly  if  you  can.  That  act  is  so 
Aaordinary  in  its  character,  that  I invoke  your  attention  to  the 
•a^erous  tendency  of  its  leading  provisions.  Under  the  title  of  an 
■t to  protect  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  the  common- 
v.lth  of  Massachusetts,  it  is  provided  that  the  act  of  that  state 
ulier  to  protect  personal  liberty,  shall  apply  to  the  acts  of  con- 
pis  of  the  18th  of  September  18-50,  providing  for  the  return  of 
*es  escaping  from  their  masters,  and  that  the  writ  of  habeas 
ious  shall  extend  to  everv  person,  imprisoned  or  restrained  ot  his 
ll;rty,  as  of  right,  and  of  course,  that  it  may  be  issued  by  any 
rt  of  record,  or  any  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  state, 
Kirnable  to  the  supreme  court,  or  any  judge  thereof;  and  if  it 
lf»ear  that  the  party  restrained  was  claimed  as  a fugitive  from  ser- 
h or  labor  in  another  state,  he  may  be  admitted  to  bail  in  any 
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sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars.  The  claimant  is  re  ii 
to  state  in  writing  the  facts  on  which  he  relies,  with  precisii i an 
certainty.  An  issue  upon  the  plea  of  not  guilty  is  directed  i hi 
joined  on  the  facts  stated.  A jury  is  to  be  impanneled  them 
who  may  return  a general  verdict,  and  the  finding  of  the  verot 
not  guilty  is  declared  final  and  conclusive.  And  it  is  provide  tl 
no  confession,  admission  or  declaration  of  the  alleged  fugitive  a tin* 
himself  shall  be  given  in  evidence.  Upon  every  question  o far 
involved  in  the  issue  the  burden  of  proof  rests  on  the  claiman  at 
the  facts  alleged  and  necessary  to  be  established  must  be  provj  to 
the  testimony  of  at  least  two  credible  witnesses,  or  other  legaev 
deuce  equivalent  thereto.  No  ex  parte  deposition  or  affidavit  sal 
lowed  as  proof  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  and  no  presumption  ha 
arise  in  favor  of  the  claimant  from  any  proof  that  the  alleged  itt) 
tive  or  any  of  his  ancestors  had  been  actually  held  as  a slave,  itb 
out  proof  that  such  holding  was  legal. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  after  taking  a fugitive  by  habeas  c pti 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  officer  who  may  have  arrested  him  i de 
the  laws  of  congress,  the  owner  by  this  act  is  placed  under  ton 
ditions  impossible  to  be  complied  with,  unless  at  an  expend  fa 
greater  than  the  value  of  his  property.  Again — the  judge  or  cun 
before  whom  the  writ  may  be  returned,  may  admit  the  slave  t(|8i 
in  any  sum  from  one  cent  to  two  thousand  dollars,  and  disci  rt 
him  from  custody,  and  in  this  way  deprive  the  owner  of  his  slate 

But  the  unfriendly  disposition  of  the  legislature  of  Massachtfti 
towards  the  slaveholding  states  is  more  clearly  manifested  iitli 
character  of  the  penalties  adopted  to  enforce  this  most  unjustkc 
They  have  not  only  rendered  the  recovery  of  a fugitive  slave  Snloi 
sible  under  the  law  of  congress,  or  their  own  act,  but  they  iv 
provided  for  punishing,  in  the  severest  manner,  the  owner  who  ia 
attempt  to  recover  his  slave  from  that  state  and  fail  in  such  atteip 
The  act  further  provides,  that  if  any  person  shall  remove,  or  s ii 
in  removing,  or  come  into  that  state  with  the  intention  of  remouj 
or  assisting  in  removing,  or  to  procure  or  assist  to  be  removed,  n 
person  not  held  to  service,  or  labor,  with  intent  to  subject  hiill 
such  service  or  labor,  such  person  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  r 
thousand  nor  more  than  five  thousand  dollars,  and  be  imprisci 
in  the  state  prison  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  years,  'b 
is  the  penalty  for  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  recover  a runas 
slave. 

It  is  further  provided,  that  no  person  holding  any  office  of  hoi 
trust  or  emolument  in  that  state,  shall  in  any  capacity  issue  o 
warrant  or  other  process,  or  grant  any  certificate,  under  or  by  via 
of  either  of  the  acts  of  congress,  for  the  rendition  of  fugitive  sla« 
And  any  person  who  shall  grant  any  certificate  under  either  of 
said  acts  of  congress,  shall  vacate  any  office  he  may  hold  under 
state,  and  shall  be  forever  thereafter  ineligible  to  any  office  of  tr 
honor  or  emolument  under  the  laws  of  that  commonwealth,  i 
any  person  who  shall  act  as  counsel  for  any  claimant  of  an  alle 
fugitive  from  service  or  labor,  under  either  of  the  said  acts  of  c 
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•s  shall  vacate  any  commission  he  may  hold,  and  be  thereafter 
aicitated  from  appearing  as  counsel  or  attorney  in  the  courts  of 
Commonwealth.  These  two  provisions  shall  not  apply  to  re- 
it.  from  judicial  office;  but  if  any  judge  shall  perform  either  of 
i its,  it  shall  be  a breach  of  good  behavior,  and  reason  for  loss  of 
b 3 confidence,  and  sufficient  ground  for  impeachment  or  removal, 

; dress. 

If  s also  declared,  that  every  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  jailor,  coroner, 
Bible,  or  other  officer  of  the  state,  or  the  police  of  any  city  or 
w or  any  district  court,  city  or  town  officer,  or  any  officer  or 
k member  of  the  volunteer  militia  of  the  commonwealth,  who 
al  assist,  imprison,  detain  or  restrain,  or  aid  therein,  any  person 
re  reason  that  he  is  claimed,  or  adjudged  to  be  a fugitive  from 
ire  or  labor,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  one  thousand  and  not 
a than  two  thousand  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  in  the  state 
is  1 not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  two  years;  and  the  volun- 
einilitia  are  prohibited  from  acting  in  any  manner  in  the  seizure, 
Btion  or  rendition  of  a fugitive  slave,  under  the  like  fine  and 
if  sonment. 

lis  act  makes  provision  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  in 
e county  in  the  state,  to  protect,  defend  and  secure  to  any  al- 
5<  fugitive  slave  a fair  and  impartial  trial  by  jury,  and  the  benefit 
b;  provisions.  The  fees  and  expenses  of  the  commissioners,  wit- 
's s and  officers  in  such  defence,  &c.  to  be  paid  by  the  state.  No 
iir  prison  of  that  state,  or  of  any  county  therein,  shall  be  used 
Biprison  any  person  accused  or  convicted  of  any  offence  created 
wther  of  tbe  laws  of  congress,  passed  in  1793  or  18-50,  respecting 
gives  from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their 
aers,  or  who  may  be  convicted  of  obstructing  or  resisting  any 
'C'ss,  warrant  or  order  issued  under  either  of  those  laws,  nor  for 
Siing  any  person  detained  under  said  laws,  nor  for  the  imprison 
e of  any  person  arrested  on  process  or  execution  for  damages  or 
eilties  accruing  or  claimed  in  consequence  of  any  aid  rendered  to 
ijpscaping  fugitive  slave. 

plus,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  purpose  of  this  act  is  to 
■t^r  null  and  void  acts  of  congress  passed  to  execute  a clause  ot 
^constitution  essential  to  the  security  of  slave  property  in  the 
Hiern  states,  and  without  which  no  slaveholding  state  would  for  a 
ic  ent  have  ratified  the  constitution. 

be  constitution  provides  expressly,  “ that  no  person  held  to  ser- 
if or  labor  in  one  state,  under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into 
idler,  shall,  in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be 
'9 larged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on 
ba  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due.” 

ie  act  of  Massachusetts,  in  every  paragraph,  is  intended  by. its 
'aers  avowedly  to  liberate,  and  expressly  provides  for  discharging 
f'V  slave  from  such  service  or  labor,  and  to  prevent  his  being  de- 
v ed  up  under  any  circumstances  to  his  owner. 

he  act  of  congress  of  1793  and  the  amendatory  act  of  1850, 
,r'  iding  for  the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves,  were  enacted  solely 
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and  expressly  to  execute  this  clause  of  the  constitution,  and  ri 
accordance  with  its  spirit  and  letter. 

The  second  clause  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  constitution  a.)  d 
dares,  “that  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  United  cate 
which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  the  suprer  If 
of  the  land,  and  the  judges  in  every  state  shall  be  bound  the" 
anything  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  state  to  the  ccsw 
notwithstanding.” 

It  requires  no  argument  to  prove  that  the  act  of  Massachu  th 
precisely  such  a law  or  regulation  as  the  constitution  inten  d 
provide  against.  If  any  state  can  thus  violate  and  set  at  nau^t  t 
fundamental  law  in  one  particular,  it  may  in  all,  and  no  secuh 
safeguard  is  left  for  the  preservation  of  our  rights  or  liberti . 
this  government  is  worth  preserving,  it  must  be  maintained  n i 
purity,  and  rights  solemnly  guaranteed  must  be  respected,  tbs 
comes  a subject  of  deep  import  and  of  vital  consequence. i Th 
people  that  would  tamely  submit  to  a deprivation  of  their  rigls 
unworthy  of  the  appellation  of  freemen. 

Virginia  contributed  with  her  heart’s  blood  to  establis  ti 
Union.  She  cherishes  its  hallowed  objects,  and  would  sacrifice bin 
to  maintain  it.  But  there  is  a point  when  submission  to  injfctn 
and  gross  wrong  is  degradation  and  infamy. 

In  the  hope  of  preserving  the  legacy  of  our  fathers,  and  h'dif 
up  these  independent  states  to  the  admiration  of  the  world  as  ;an 
pies  of  the  glorious  results  of  liberty  restrained  by  wholesome  w 
Virginia  has  yielded  much;  borne  much  in  patience;  permittin 
peated  and  improper  interference  with  her  domestic  relation  a 
dangering  her  peace ; witnessed  the  violation  of  solemn  oblig  im 
and  compacts;  and  finally,  unwarrantable  assaults  upon  the  cist 
tution. 

We  have  warned  our  northern  brethren  of  the  evil  tenders  < 
their  acts,  not  only  in  the  direct  assault  upon  our  rights,  but  I tli 
inevitable  effect  of  such  a course  to  destroy  friendly  relatioihi 
We  have  reminded  them  of  our  former  happy  intercourse  am  u 
qualified  brotherly  affection.  We  have  remonstrated,  protestei  at 
pealed  to  them.  “ They,  too,  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  jitii 
and  consanguinity.”  It  becomes  us,  then,  to  enquire  soleioh 
what  course  we  shall  pursue  ? Many  suggestions  have  occupie  tf 
public  mind. 

By  some  it  has  been  suggested  to  adopt  a system  of  retaliation 
taking  possession  of  their  vessels  and  other  property  when  wi 
our  jurisdiction,  and  by  acting  towards  their  owners,  when  atteip 
ing  to  assert  their  rights,  precisely  as  they  act  towards  a nut 
attempting  to  secure  his  slave,  passing  laws  similar  to  theirsn 
harassing  and  annoying  them  with  criminal  prosecutions,  pen;ti 
and  forfeitures.  By  others  it  lias  been  thought  best  to  discrim  a 
against  the  states  which  exhibit  hostility  to  our  institutions,  bun 
posing  rigid  commercial  restrictions,  laying  taxes  upon  their  g»u- 
and  obstructing  their  intercourse  by  every  means  sanctioned  bythi 
constitution.  Some  would  appeal  to  our  sister  states  who 
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ii rills  with  us,  and  recommend  the  call  of  a southern  conven- 
np  consult  together  for  our  safety  and  the  security  of  our  pro- 
rt  and  if  need  be,  resume  those  sovereign  powers  now  delegated 
tl  general  government — while  others  would  at  once  rush  into 
e ternative  of  dissolving  the  Union,  and  refuse  to  submit  to  con- 
cuonal  provisions,  which  are  violated  with  impunity,  under  the 
uou  of  state  authority. 

S'.li  propositions,  gravely  mooted  by  legislative  bodies,  by  execu- 
eiJnctionaries,  and  by  the  people  in  their  primary  assemblies,  are 
en  warnings  of  imminent  danger.  History  teaches  to  what 
edead.  When  men  begin  to  talk  of  pledging  their  lives,  their 
ties  and  their  sacred  honor  to  preserve  their  rights,  we  need 
•t  e told  that  the  spirit  of  the  fathers  of  the  revolution  is  reani- 
itl.  The  subject  is  one  for  deep  reflection  and  wise  counsel, 
mts  and  menaces  are  useless.  I leave  it  to  the  calm  considera- 
irind  dignified  action  of  the  general  assembly,  confidently  believ- 
gpat  no  rash  step  will  be  taken,  but  that  when  action  is  decided 
i,  will  be  such  as  will  vindicate  our  rights,  redound  to  the  honor 
' e commonwealth  and  to  the  glory  of  the  Union, 
have  thus  frankly  exhibited  to  the  general  assembly  my  views 
||e  condition  of  the  commonwealth,  of  her  great  works,  institu- 
0’  and  interests,  recommended  such  action  as  my  mind  suggested, 
k nvoked  your  aid  in  raising  Virginia  to  the  eminence  she  ought 
ncupy.  My  term  is  about  to  expire  by  constitutional  limit.  My 
lessor  has  been  appointed  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  demon- 
r|ing  that  he  possesses,  as  he  deserves,  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
k I shall  retire  to  private  life  with  the  consciousness  of  having 
iearged  my  duty  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  looking  to  Virginia’s 
incement  with  a longing  eye,  and  trusting  with  the  most  perfect 
ilnce  to  you,  and  to  my  successor,  to  protect  her  interests,  guard 
e fights  and  her  honor,  and  perpetuate  her  fame. 


eccmber  3,  1855. 


JOS.  JOHNSON. 
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